Imagine undergoing an operation without anesthesia performed by a surgeon who refuses to sterilize his tools ---or even wash his hands. This was the world of medicine when Thomas Dent Mütter began his trailblazing career as a plastic surgeon in Philadelphia during the middle of the 19th century.
2.
Mutter dressed in an attention-grabbing, flamboyant way from a young age, despite his limited resources as an orphan ward. What do you think inspired this behavior, and why do you think he continued to do so his entire life? 13. Aptowicz recounts the tragic death of Eliza Sowers, a young woman who suffered a gruesome and prolonged death after an illegal abortion went awry. Is it possible that we might head in that direction once again?
